FSUIPC for Advanced Users    (for FSUIPC Version 2, December 2000)

General description of FSUIPC main functions

FSUIPC cannot and does not convert everything that may ever have been known in FS98 to work in the same way in FS2000. It does its best, and will improve as it is developed and as more is found out about FS2000. Many actions in FS98 that were simply triggered by writing into the global data area simply will not work that way on FS2000. For each specific action which may be needed and which doesn’t simply map to a location, FSUIPC has to trap the changes and call routines in different parts of FS2000 to cause the action to occur. So far this works with throttles and many of the other analogue inputs, and with some other things, but by no means everything (yet).

That understood, FSUIPC provides the following additional facilities when used with FS2000:

· Converts FS98 offsets, for data in the FS globals area, into appropriate offsets for the same data in FS2000. This applies to those that are known to have moved but which are still available and located successfully in FS2000. Note that sometimes the changes vary even in FS2000: for example the N1% and N2% values for Jets are in the FS98 positions for transposed FS98 aircraft but swapped over for FS2000 native aircraft. FSUIPC deals with this particular difference.

· Obtains some information such as ambient wind details, jet EPR, Fuel Flow, and other engine related data which is not otherwise available in the FS2000 globals at all, or available for some aircraft types and not others.

· Provides operating analogue inputs to FS2000 from locations for throttles, propeller pitch and fuel mixture which otherwise don’t occur in FS2000 because the data there is not acted upon when changed. This is also extended to cover gear, brakes, spoilers, flaps and primary flight controls.

· Constructs weather data structures for FS2000’s weather engine from FS98-style weather details placed into the old FS98 global weather positions. This allows programs such as Real Weather, FS_Meteo, Flight Director and SquawkBox to control the FS2000 weather as they did in FS98, or better.

· Detects when FS2000 downloaded ‘real weather’ is in operation locally, and decodes this for application programs to use. If a weather control program wants to change the weather, FSUIPC automatically clears the local weather so that the external control can be implemented.

· Optionally patches the FS2000 adventure interpreter so that the FS98 weather variables again contain relevant weather data (assuming the other weather features are also left enabled). See the section later, entitled “Weather Data for Adventures”.

None of these functions are performed by WideServer (part of the WideFS package). Because of the complications surrounding the operation of throttles, flight controls and other inputs, and of course the weather system, WideServer depends upon FSUIPC to perform ALL writes into FS2000. It is therefore important, when both modules are used, to make sure they are compatible.

Options in the FSUIPC.INI file (for FS2000 primarily)

All of the interesting options can be controlled through the Settings window obtained by selecting the FS2000 Modules menu, then FSUIPC (ALT, M, then F). This is the recommended way, and allows changes ‘on the fly’. Changes made in that dialogue are recorded in a file so that they are retained for the next re-load. 

These options are all recorded in the [General] section of FSUIPC.INI, which is an editable text file initially created for you in the Modules folder. They are mostly weather processing options and also mostly only applicable to FS2000 (and possibly CFS2). Those marked (*) can be controlled (i.e. overridden) by external programs interfacing to FSUIPC, unless this is prevented by the ExternalOptionsControl parameter.

Only those parameters shown underlined are not adjustable within the Settings window.
General weather options

PatchWeatherToADV: This parameter controls the facility, specific to FS2000 only, to patch the variable table in ADVDRV.DLL (the adventure interpreter) so that the weather variables report the same sort of values for the same sort of weather as did FS98. Only set this to “No” if you do not want such FS98 compatibility for your adventures. Note that successful patching is Logged (if logging is enabled at all), as is an unsuccessful attempt. The latter may occur if Microsoft releases any changes to ADVDRV.DLL.

AutoClearWeather: FSUIPC will, by default, automatically operate the "Clear All Weather" function in FS2000 if local weather is in force and:

(a) An FS98 weather control program changes the weather, or

(b) The "Force Weather" hot key is used (see next parameter), or

(c) The "Clear All" command is received on the Advanced Weather Interface.

If this automatic action is not required, set this parameter to “No”.

ForceWeatherKey: This allows you to assign a key press which, when used, will force-update the weather. When you use this keystroke it will re-form the FS2000 weather from the last weather received from the external application. It will even remember the last weather received from the application after the latter is terminated. The second time it is used with no intervening Weather change it clears the weather completely, just as if FS2000’s “Clear All Weather” button had been pressed.

Note that if the “AutoClearWeather” option is disabled you may need to clear the weather manually in the FS2000 dialogues before the hotkey will restore the external weather.

The keystroke is defined as in Flight Simulator’s own controls, and documented in my FS98 and FS2000 Controls documents. For example, I use (and recommend) "CTRL+SHIFT+W" which would be


ForceWeatherKey=87,11

Winds

WindTransitions (*): If you enable this option FSUIPC will operate all FS2000 winds other than those in ‘local weather’ mode (provided by the downloaded ‘real weather’ feature) in such a way that the transition across wind layers is reasonably smooth. It does this by setting only one wind layer into FS2000—a very deep surface wind layer. The wind speed and direction is then programmed into this layer on a second-by-second basis according to the actual requested wind layer prescribed by the weather control program and the current plane altitude. At altitudes nearer to a layer boundary than 250 metres the actual speed and direction is computed proportionally.

Note that if 250 metres is more than 10% of the current layer’s thickness, then that 10% is used instead. This allows some amount of wind shear to be set if required by defining a very narrow upper wind layer.

WindSmoothness: This facility only operates when WindTransitions are enabled, but unlike WindTransitions, it also works for downloaded ‘local weather’. It allows the wind changes to be restricted to a maximum of so many knots and so many degrees per second—with the default set to 5 (knots or degrees), which seems to work quite well. It is designed to prevent sudden wind changes when the weather control program selects a new METAR station, or the user loads a new METAR report. The feature does not operate when the aircraft is on the ground (or being slewed in the air from a ground start). To switch the smoothing off, set this parameter to 0.

ExtendTopwind: This option extends the highest current wind layer to operate all the way up to 100000 feet. This is really intended as a stop-gap for downloaded real weather, which only supplies a thin surface wind layer and no upper winds.

MaxSurfaceWind: This allows the surface wind to be limited to a specified maximum wind speed, in knots. This facility is disabled if the value assigned here is 0. It applies to winds from any source.

WindDiscardLevel: This parameter sets a wind speed above which inputs from an external weather control program, using the FS98 interface (not the Advanced Weather Interface) are ignored. The default for this value is 400 knots. If a weather control program tries to set a wind speed above this, it is ignored and the previously set speed for this wind layer is retained. (This parameter is provided specifically to prevent problems occurring with programs using corrupted data from an Internet download or other problems). Set this parameter to 0 to disable this check altogether.

WindLimitLevel: This parameter sets a limit on the wind speed which can be accepted from an external weather control program, using the FS98 interface (not the Advanced Weather Interface). The default for this value is 200 knots. If a weather control program tries to set a wind speed above this (but below the “WindDiscardLevel” above), it is ignored and 200 knots is set instead. Set this parameter to 0 to disable this check altogether.

WindShearSharp: Set to ‘No’ to make FSUIPC set the Wind Shear to the default (minimum) setting.  FSUIPC normally sets this to "Sharp" to avoid horrible spurious winds occurring during the transition, apparently an FS2000 bug. [Note: if “WindTransitions=Yes” there are no wind layer transitions seen by FS2000, so this parameter then does nothing].

UpperWindGusts (*): Set to ‘Yes’ to make FSUIPC copy the upper wind gust information provided by the weather control program. These are normally suppressed by FSUIPC because upper winds aren't gusty, and FS2000's gusts seem pretty wild anyway. Note: this parameter is not operational if SuppressAllgusts has been enabled.

SuppressAllGusts: Set this to ‘Yes’ if you feel that FS2000’s simulation of wind gusts is unrealistic, and cannot be corrected by the adjustments in FS2000.CFG suggested elsewhere. If this is set to “Yes” then the UpperWindGusts parameter is ineffective.

GustsRelative: Set to ‘No’ to set gust velocities as the maximum gust speed, which is what FS2000 should be using according to the way the Winds dialogue works. The default setting (Yes) makes FSUIPC set gust speeds to the difference between the upper gust speed and the normal wind speed. This is to get around an apparent bug in FS2000 where it seems to add gust speeds to the wind speed rather than treat them as a maximum. (See the hints in the main User Guide on getting FS2000 gusts working better).

WindTurbulence: Set this to ‘Yes’ to make FSUIPC generate some random turbulence in all wind levels. This will range from none to extreme, but it will normally stay fairly mild. If this is set it overrides any other settings, from FS2000 “real weather” or from an external weather program. It will vary over time as well.

ToggleTaxiWindKey: This allows you to assign a keypress which, when used, will swap the current surface layer wind speed and gust setting with a wind speed of 1 knot and no gusts. Using the same hot key again will restore the original speed and gust setting. If it is used when the current wind is not related to the requested surface wind layer then nothing is changed (but a ‘beep’ may be heard as a warning). Note that this is inoperative if AutoTaxiWind is enabled

This feature can be useful to avoid the excessive weather-vaning whilst taxiing. It works with any type of weather applied to FS2000, but only on the lowest wind layer.  However, the AutoTaxiWind is probably more suitable for most uses.

The keystroke is defined as in Flight Simulator’s own controls, and documented in my FS98 and FS2000 Controls documents. For example, I use (and recommend) "CTRL+SHIFT+T" which would be


ToggleTaxiWindKey=84,11

AutoTaxiWind: This feature operates the 1 knot wind automatically, setting it to 1 knot when the plane is on the ground, and allowing the correct wind to transition in (according to the WindSmoothing setting above) after take-off. If this option is enabled the manual taxi wind on/off switching is disabled.

WindAdjustAltitude: Set to ‘Yes’ if FSUIPC should add the value specified in WindAdjustAltitudeBy to all the wind layer boundaries specified by an external weather control program using the FS98 interface (not the Advanced Weather Interface, as used by FS_Meteo since version 4.77).

WindAdjustAltitudeBy: See previous parameter. This is in feet and defaults to 2000.

Visibility

MinimumVisibility: This parameter, which defaults to 0 (meaning it is inactive), is used to prevent any weather source setting a visibility below a specified minimum. The value is set in hundredths of a statute mile (i.e. 100 = 1 mile). Note that there may be a short delay (possibly a second) after a new low visibility has been applied before it is detected and corrected by FSUIPC.

MaximumVisibility: This parameter, which defaults to 2000 (20 miles), is used to prevent any weather source setting a surface visibility above a specified maximum when there is any cloud layer with more than 2/8ths cover. The value is set in hundredths of a statute mile (i.e. 100 = 1 mile). Note that there may be a short delay after a new high visibility has been applied before it is detected and corrected by FSUIPC. The parameter is only effective if the value is greater than the MinimumVisibility parameter.

MaximumVisibilityFewClouds: This is the same as the previous parameter, except that it gives the maximum to be used when there are no cloud layers of more than 2/8ths cover. It defaults to 6000 (60 miles) The idea is that the extended visibility gives bluer skies by day and more stars by night (but lower frame rates. Sorry, you can’t win every way <G>).

LowerVisAltitude: When the visibility is set from an FS2000 source, such as its downloaded ‘real weather’, or by the user setting it through the weather dialogues, there is already an upper altitude, above which global visibility values take over (unless influenced by FSUIPC’s graduated visibility facility, described below). However, for visibility controlled by external programs, via the FS98-compatible interface, there is no such altitude so one has to be inserted by FSUIPC. This is specified by LowerVisAltitude in feet, which defaults to 6000.

GraduatedVisibility (*): With this enabled FSUIPC provides a smooth change in visibility from the upper altitude of the surface level visibility to a specified upper visibility at another, specified, upper altitude. The two parameters, UpperVisibility and UpperVisAltitude, control this. The surface visibility extends up to the LowerVisAltitude (above) for visibility controlled by external programs using the FS98 interface, but is controlled by FS2000 for its “real weather” or for visibilities set through the FS2000 dialogues.
UpperVisibility: This parameter, which defaults to 6000 (60 statute miles), is used to prevent any weather source setting a visibility above a specified maximum. The value is set in hundredths of a statute mile (i.e. 100 = 1 mile). If GraduatedVisibility is enabled, it is used in conjunction with the next parameter.

UpperVisAltitude: This is only used when GraduatedVisibility is enabled, and sets the altitude by which the UpperVisibility should be attained. Above this altitude the visibility stays fixed at this value. The default UpperVisAltitude is 25000 feet.

ExtendMetarMaxVis (*): This checks the visibility being set and adjusts it in three specific circumstances, as follows:

1. If the FS98 program sets it to a value between 99.95 and 100.04 miles, it is reset to 6.20 miles. This is in order to rectify the results from any programs that take the 9999 metre maximum METAR visibility and transmit it literally as a number of 1/100ths of statute miles.

2. If the value is then in the range 6.15 to 6.24 miles (i.e. close to the 9999 metres maximum of a metric METAR), it is adjusted to a random value between 6.20 miles and the current maximum value (which will either be the MaximumVisibility parameter value, or 150 miles).

3. If the value is between 9.95 and 10.05 miles (i.e. close to the 10 statute mile maximum of a U.S. METAR), then it is adjusted to a random value from 10 miles to the current maximum (which will either be the MaximumVisibility parameter value, or 150 miles).

Note that the random addition is computed only once every five minutes, to avoid constant changes in visibility should the weather control program re-write the value from time to time.

Clouds and Precipitation

GenerateRain (*): Set this option to ‘No’ to stop FSUIPC doing any semi-random rain/snow generation, assuming the external weather program is not controlling this in any case. 

GenerateCirrus (*): Set to ‘No’ to stop the occasional extra cirrus layer being added automatically by FSUIPC. Set to ‘Force’ to make FSUIPC add the occasional cirrus layer even if an external weather control program turns the option off.

CloudforJetTrails: Set to ‘Yes’ to make FSUIPC often add a 1/8th cover cumulus layer, high (but below the added cirrus). This is in order to allow Jet Trails to be produced by FSClouds 2000.

OneCloudLayer: This defaults to ‘No’. Set it to ‘Yes’ to prevent there ever being more than one layer of clouds. This may help get better performance on slower machines. It won’t help much on faster machines.

ThinClouds: This defaults to ‘No’. Set it to ‘Yes’ to prevent any single cloud layer being thicker than 1000 feet (or whatever is set in the CloudThinness parameter, below), from the nominal cloud base to its top (not including any variations which may be set). This may help get better performance on slower machines. It won’t help much on faster machines.

CloudThinness: This allows the limit applied by the ThinClouds option to be changed. It defaults to 1000 feet. The range accepted is 100–9999 (feet).

StormsAutomatic (*): Leave as ‘No’ to allow suitably programmed weather control programs to use all three FS98 cloud layers for any types of cloud. With this option set to ‘Yes’ the "thunderstorm" layer can only be used for storms, as it was in FS98.

StormProbability: A value from 0 to 100 representing a percentage probability of a storm. For a storm to be generated the winds and clouds must also be adequate—as defined in StormParameters below. This is checked every two minutes. The same probability is used to determine when a storm dissipates, after its minimum duration.

StormParameters: This should be used with care. The value provided is used to determine what conditions must prevail before a ‘random’ storm is even considered. It is used as follows:



StormParameters=WWCBBHD

All 7 characters are decimal,


WW
Minimum surface wind speed needed (in knots). Default is 10.


C
Minimum cloud cover (1–8, default 3).


BB
Maximum cloud base AGL, in thousands of feet (default 05, i.e. 5000 feet).


H
Minimum cloud thickness, in thousands of feet (default 3, i.e. 3000 feet).


D
Minimum duration of storm, in minutes, with 0 meaning 10 (default 0, i.e. 10 minutes)

Regardless of the value of D, the duration may be extended at random, with a probability then of it ending being the same as that of it starting. Of course if the cloud or wind conditions change the storm may end much earlier than the specified minimum.

The default parameter (applicable even if it not shown in the .ini file) is therefore:



StormParameters=1030530

StormMinTemp: This is an additional Storm Parameter, and sets the minimum surface air temperature at which the random storms will be allowed to occur. Default is 10 (Celsius), range –99 to 99.

CloudTurbulence: Set this to ‘Yes’ to make FSUIPC generate some random turbulence in all cloud layers. This will range from none to extreme, but it will normally stay fairly mild. If this is set it overrides any other settings, from FS2000 “real weather” or from an external weather program. It will vary over time as well.

CloudIcing: Set this to ‘Yes’ to make FSUIPC generate some random icing in clouds. This will range from none to extreme, but it will normally stay fairly mild. If this is set it overrides any other settings, from FS2000 “real weather” or from an external weather program. It will vary over time as well.

ApplyVisFix: By default FSUIPC will attempt to stop the “stuck low visibility” or white-out problem, apparently due to a bug in FS2000’s Weather.dll. It does this by checking the effective visibility once a second and trying to progressively correct it if it is lower than it should be when the aircraft is not inside a cloud layer. Note that the detection of cloud layers is not 100% reliably done at present (I’m working on it!), but at least the only bad symptom should be an occasional higher visibility than you’d expect. Note that it isn’t proven than this ‘fix’ works in 100% of cases where a whiteout may occur, but it certainly reduces their frequency by a large amount!

When Microsoft fix the bug causing the problem, simply disable this work-around by setting ApplyVisFix=No.

Other options

SetFSNav: This merely enables the facility to remember the FSNav window’s undocked state, size and position. The data for this is saved in the [Fsnav] section of FSUIPC.INI. If you don’t want this automatic action then simply set this parameter to “No”.

ExternalOptionControl: Set this to ‘No’ if you want to retain control over all the settings for FSUIPC. Normally some of the original options are available for an external weather control program to set according to its needs.

PatchSimApAlt: This option provides two ‘improvements’ to the FS2000 autopilot. First, it patches SIM1.SIM (the main aircraft simulating part of FS) to correct some inaccuracy in the autopilot’s altitude holding capability. The inaccuracy occurs when flying Flight Levels and increases with the difference between the altimeter setting (e.g. the standard pressure setting of 29.92” or 1013mb for Flight Levels) and the actual barometric pressure at sea level (QNH).

Second, the same option corrects the vertical speed setting if it is set to climb when the aircraft would need to descend, or vice versa. It does this by inverting the sign of the vertical speed setting. It only does this when altitude acquire/hold is enabled, so that vertical speed control by itself is not affected. The correction is also not applied if the target altitude is set to a value over 65000 feet—a trick being used by some panels to provide V/S controlled ascents and descents.

If neither of these functions are required, set this parameter to ‘No’.

PlanLoadNoPosition: This option changes the behaviour of  the FS2000 facility to load flight plans into the GPS. If you set “PlanLoadNoPosition” to Yes, the FS2000 plan loader will not position the aircraft for you. Many folks prefer this as they like to start the flight with the aircraft parked on the ramp, and taxi to the correct runway themselves. This option is defaulted off (=No) to avoid confusing users already used to and happy with FS2000 working as it does now. Set it to “Yes” if you would prefer the facility not to move the aircraft.

AutoTuneADF: This controls an option to ‘auto-tune’ the ADF radio. If this is enabled, when FSUIPC detects no NDB signal being received it alternates the fractional part of the ADF frequency between .0 and .5 every seven seconds or so. This allows external cockpits built with only whole-number ADF radio facilities to be used in areas like the U.K. which have many NDB frequencies ending in .5.

AxisCalibration: This facility deals with inputs to the rudder, aileron and elevator axis offsets, via the FS98 offsets to the IPC interface. These values are subject to a range check, and always scaled down if this range is exceeded. The correct limits are –16383 to +16383.

Additionally, axis inputs can be scaled upwards to meet this extent, if required. To do this set:


AxisCalibration=Yes

By default with this option selected some flattening is applied to the values so that the response is not so vigorous near the centre (0). To calibrate the axes you must move all three controls to their maximum extends on each fresh load of FS2000. 

Alternatively, you can set "AxisCalibration=Set". This operates as above, but adds a new section to the .ini file, thus:

[AxisCalibration]


Rudder=<max>,<slope>


Elevator=<max>,<slope>


Aileron=<max>,<slope>

The <max> values are those which are scaled to 16383, whilst the <slope> values control the amount of flattening in the centre: from 0 (no flattening) to 100 (maximum flattening. note that the flatter the centre, the steeper thesides, so it is always a compromise.

The default “slope” values are 50, 40, 40 respectively, for the three axes.

Once this calibration has been done and the section in the ini file produced (or added manually), there is no need to re-calibrate on each new FS reload. The "AxisCalibration" parameter resets automatically to "Yes".

Note that the "AxisCalibration=No" setting is equivalent to setting "Yes" and adding the section:


[AxisCalibration]


Rudder=16383,0


Elevator=16383,0


Aileron=16383,0

However, if these values are exceeded during an FS2000 session, the new maxima will replace any values in the ini file.

Logging facilities (FS98 and FS2000)
These options work with FS98 or FS2000. On FS2000 only they can be controlled ‘on the fly’ from the FSUIPC dialogue window (select the Modules menu them FSUIPC, ALT, M then F). With any logging option enabled FSUIPC produces a text file called FSUIPC.LOG in the Modules folder. Entries in the log are timed, from the start of the FS session. The time is in milliseconds and appears on the extreme left of each line.

Please use the logging facilities to check things before reporting problems or omissions in FSUIPC, and supply an appropriate log file (or extract) properly zipped up with such reports.

Note that log files can get very large if all the options are turned on. Keep test flights short. You can read log files whilst flying provided you use a reader which shares access (like recent Notepad programs), or use the ‘NewLogKey’ described below to close logs and start new ones.

All Log control parameters go into the [General] section of FSUIPC.INI. None are included by default.

LogWeather=Yes: Logs weather data. This will log incoming data, set by a weather control program, on both FS98 and FS2000. On FS2000 you will also get the actual weather data constructed by FSUIPC in FS2000 terms. Then you get the weather read out by FSUIPC and lastly placed back into the globals for applications to read. Incoming weather control data on the Advanced Weather interface for FS2000 is also logged in full.

LogWrites=Yes: Logs the global ‘writes’ received from applications, with global offset address and data size, plus all bytes of data. The offsets shown are the ones used by the application. [Take care: the Log file may get very large!]

LogReads=Yes: Logs the global ‘reads’ received from applications, with global offset address and data size, plus all bytes of data. The offsets shown are the ones used by the application. [Take care: the Log file may get very large!]

LogExtras=Yes: This logs additional technical data about the inner workings of FSUIPC, the nature of which will vary from time to time according to needs. There is nothing here that would be of interest to the user, but when investigating problems users may be asked to enable it so that the logs returned can be more meaningful in solving them. Do not fly extensively with this option enabled or you will fill up your disk and probably compromise the simulator’s performance!

NewLogKey, StopLogKey: These allow you to assign keypresses to close the current Log file (if logging was enabled), and (in the case of ‘NewLogKey’) start a new one. The ‘NewLogKey’ will start a new log even if one wasn’t enabled by default, so between them these two keys give complete control over the logging. (Note that in FS2000 both actions are also available in the FSUIPC dialogue window).

The current log file is always called FSUIPC.LOG. The others are named in numerical order FSUIPC.1.LOG, … 2.LOG, … etc.

If ‘NewLogKey is used when logging was not originally enabled (i.e. none of the Log options above were selected), this key will not only start logging, but will also assume the ‘LogWeather=Yes’ option (but none of the others).

The keystrokes are defined as in Flight Simulator’s own controls, and documented in my FS98 and FS2000 Controls documents. For example, I use “Shft+Ctrl+L” and “Shft+Ctrl+O” (for “Log” and “Off” respectively)  which would be


NewLogKey=76,11


StopLogKey=79,11

You don’t need to define both keys, but note that if you stop the logging but have no “NewLogKey” defined you can only restart logging by terminating and reloading Flight Simulator (except with FS2000, where you can use the button in the FSUIPC dialogue window).

Facility for multiple INI installations (FS2000)

Different FSUIPC.ini files can be used for differing FS2000 requirements, even loading from the same FS2000 installation. This involves using multiple FS2000.CFG files with different filenames, with the following section added in each one:

[FSUIPC]

ControlName=<name>

Then you load FS2000 for each configuration with the command line parameter specifying the CFG file, thus:

FS2000.exe /CFG:<filename>.CFG

And this will allow FSUIPC to identify its correct .INI file, <name>.ini

Note that the Log files, when logging is enabled, will also use this <name>, not just FSUIPC.log etc.

The main use of this feature is so that a PC can be used in two or more modes with one FS2000 installation, for example:

· As a WidevieW “slave” with the appropriate default Flight loaded by FS (to place it into slew mode with the correct view) and the correct FSUIPC options set for allowing WidevieW to copy the weather correctly, and:

· With different FS2000 cfg and FSUIPC ini files to run FS2000 is normal ‘local control’ mode with all normal options.

More about FS2000 ‘Real Weather’

FSUIPC needs to detect when downloaded real weather is being used, and needs to identify exactly what that weather is. There are three reasons it needs this data:

1. So that correct weather details can be supplied in the FS98-compatible areas and in the Advanced Weather Interface, for external programs and some third party gauges.

2. So that correct weather details can be provided to Adventures.

3. So that it can correctly detect whether the aircraft is inside or outside a cloud layer and apply the ‘stuck white-out’ fix mentioned elsewhere.

Unfortunately finding the correct local weather has been the biggest single problem in FSUIPC’s rather short development history to date. Determining whether local or global weather is in effect was easy enough, and recent investigations have revealed the ICAO table listing METAR reporting station ICAO codes along with their geographical location and elevation. However, the problem has been in identifying reliably exactly which of these reporting stations is the one actually currently being used.

Before version 1.56 I thought I’d cracked it. There was one variable in the Weather module that seemed to always provide an index into a table of ‘weather pointers’ which revealed the correct current weather structures. Most of the testing seemed to confirm this. But, alas, it wasn’t tested enough, and some inconsistent reports from Adventures giving bad ATIS reports showed that this index only pointed to one of three possible reporting stations.

That’s the current situation. There seems to be a readily identifiable set of three weather reporting stations short-listed at all times whilst ‘real weather’ is available. FS2000 is selecting one of these by a method so far undetermined and, so far, my searching has not even revealed which of the three it has chosen. 

In version 1.60 of FSUIPC I select the one of the three which appears to be the closest to the aircraft. To avoid compromising performance, FSUIPC only computes this once a second at maximum, so it may be a little late in changing its view of the weather. This method works quite well, but it is not foolproof by any means. It appears that there is some delay (hysteresis) built into FS2000, probably to prevent it constantly swapping back and forth between two different METAR stations whilst the aircraft is approximately equidistant from them. When this occurs it is possible for FSUIPC to be reporting different weather conditions from those that actually exist. This discrepancy should eventually resolve itself, but meanwhile please be a little tolerant of such effects.
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